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Aedes albopictus

Introduction surveillance. Container habitats. Rapid verification.

EDITION 11121 OCTOBER 2026 | AWARENESS & PLANNING

Recognise the clues [1]

Black-and-white adult with a single pale stripe
along the centre of the upper thorax and pale leg
bands. Usually bites during the day, often
outdoors. Other mosquitoes can look similar;
obtain a specialist identification before declaring
anew record.

Where to investigate [1]

Inspect small artificial and natural water
containers. The movement of used tyres, plants
and vehicles has contributed to global spread.
Prioritise inspections according to actual trade
pathways and water availability, not the name of a
habitat alone.

Regional status: do not overclaim

This sheet is an introduction-surveillance profile.
It does not certify establishment in the UAE, Saudi
Arabia, Qatar or Oman. Published records differ in
age and confirmation; consult the competent
authority and current, verified entomological
records before making country-specific claims.

Sources | click to read

1] ECDC. Aedes albopictus: factsheet for experts.

[2] CDC. Mosquito surveillance traps.

Free source: CDC / James Gathany | PHIL 4487

Survey with purpose [2]

Use appropriately maintained ovitraps and
targeted adult trapping around identified entry
pathways. Eggs require confirmation through
validated methods, such as rearing to identifiable
stages or appropriate laboratory analysis. A
negative visit does not prove absence.

If a suspect is found

Record the precise location, collection date,
habitat, trap type and sample code. Preserve
specimens according to the receiving laboratory’s
instructions. Promptly refer the finding to the
competent authority and arrange confirmatory
sampling. Keep a traceable record of identification
and follow-up.

Management implications [1]

Remove unnecessary water-holding containers
and address recurring water retention. This
species can transmit dengue and chikungunya
viruses, but vector presence alone does not prove
local disease transmission. An introduction,
repeated detection and established population
are different findings.

Sources checked 21 October 2026. Not a substitute for specimen identification or local authority instructions.
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1] ECDC. Aedes albopictus: factsheet for experts.

[2] CDC. Mosquito surveillance traps.
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